
apologize for being somewhat tardy in my reply. Absence from the city for several 

So far I have not been able to find qualified persons who are available for your 
two teaching positions. Up to this point we have not had too many teachers fired 
in the State of Alabama as the result of their filiation in the NAACP and other 
civil rights organizations. Consequently, most of the teachers are still employed. 
However, I will be continually looking out for such persons, and if they are ever 
available I will be sure to contact you. 

It was a real pleasure seeing you in Denver. Your remarks after my address were 
magnificent. You said in a few words more than most people could say in hours. 
It is always a real inspiration to listen to you. Let me thank you once more for the 
interest which you have taken in our struggle. I can assure you that your moral 
support and financial contributions have given me renewed courage and vigor to 
carry on. 

18 Sept 
‘956 days accounts for the delay. 

With warm personal regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 
[signed] 
M. L. King, Jr., 
President 

MLEb 
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To William Cooper Cumming 

18 September 1956 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

King replies to one of the many letters he received after the prepared text of his 27 June 
speech to the NAACP appeared in U.S. News and World Report on3 August. In a 

31 JulJ letter Rev. Cumming had argued that the lengthy boycott had deepened 
“tensions and antagonisms”in Montgomery. While sympathetic with the boycott S 
aims, he sugested that tensions would ease if the MIA asked the bus company to run 
certain buses exclusively for African Americans. 

The Rev. William Cooper Cumming, Pastor 
Westminster Presbyterian Church 
Texarkana, Texas 

Dear Rev. Cumming: 

Thanks for your very kind letter of July 31, commenting on the article which 
appeared in The U.S. News and World Report. The idea of having the bus com- 
pany to run a certain number of busses for Negroes only was once made as a 
suggestion but most of the people felt that that would be going backwards instead 371 
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of forward. So the majority of people have the feeling that they would rather 
sacrifice by not riding the busses at all than accept anyjim crow accommodations. 
At this point we are awaiting a decision from the United States Supreme Court 
which should be handed down within the next two or three months. We feel that 
this will clear up the whole matter. 

Again let me thank you for your encouraging words. Such moral support and 
Christian generosity are of inestimable value in the continuance of our humble 
efforts. 

Sincerely yours, 
M. L. King, Jr., 
President 

MLKmlb 
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To Vernon Johns 

18 September 1956 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

On 27 September Johns, dean of the Maryland Baptist Center and Kings predecessor 
at Dexter, accepted this invitation to return to his former church. On g December he 
delivered the anniversary sermon and the invocation at the closing meeting ofthe 
MIA5 Institute on Nonviolence and Social Change. 

Dr. Vernon Johns 
Virginia State College 
Petersburgh, Virginia 

Dear Dr. Johns: 

On the second Sunday in December 1956 Dexter Avenue Baptist Church will 
be observing her Seventy-ninth Anniversary. This is an annual event in which we 
seek to bring some of the outstanding preachers of the nation to deliver the ser- 
mon. We would like to extend the invitation to you to serve as guest preacher for 
this Seventy-ninth Anniversary Observance on Sunday, December g at the I I : 00 

O’clock Service. Both your presence and your message would be an inspiration 
to our church and the whole Montgomery Community. We hope very much that 
you will be able to accept the invitation. I would appreciate an early reply so that 
I can procede in setting up our church calendar. 

Very Sincerely Yours, 
M. L. King, Jr. 

MLK/lmt 
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